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  GWSC NEWS 2019 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The year is rapidly drawing to a close! Our students have all now completed their exams and 

are preparing for the end of the year.  It’s a time of great excitement for our Year 12 students as 

they nervously await their VCE results, we trust that their hard work and dedication to their 

studies brings them the academic rewards that they deserve.  Whilst our students are preparing 

for the end of the year, we are preparing for the beginning of 2020.  We are looking forward to 

meeting our incoming Year 7 students on Orientation Day (December 10th) and welcoming them 

to GWSC.  It’s an exciting opportunity for them to get a taste of life in secondary school before 

they commence in 2020.  

 
As you will recall from the last newsletter, I informed you of the recent news about the new 
Mobile Phone Policy in schools.  I have provided a snapshot of that information for you here 
again. 
 

At Glen Waverley Secondary College: 

 Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched 
off and securely stored in their locker during school hours  
(8:25am-2:45pm), regardless of whether they are in class or not. 

 Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further 
information) 

 When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the 
school’s office. 

 

Personal mobile phone use  

In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy issued by the Minister for Education, 

personal mobile phones must not be used at Glen Waverley Secondary College during school 

hours, including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been granted. 

Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone only 

for the purpose for which the exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible 

manner. 

I would also like to inform you of a new initiative at GWSC that has the full endorsement and 

support of the Glen Waverley Secondary College School Council:  E–Learning Days.   

 

 

 

 

29 November, 2019 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/mobilephones.aspx


Glen Waverley Secondary College 
13-21  O’Sullivan Rd Glen Waverley, 3150 

Phone : 8805 6700  Email: enquiries@gwsc.vic.edu.au 

What are they? 

Students study from home on tasks that teachers set on Compass.  E – Learning Days 

promote skill development around being autonomous learners, an essential prerequisite for 

further learning and the promotion of effective study habits and routines.  

 

Why are we considering them? 

Teachers are entitled to have one day per term for Professional Practice (PPD), at which time 

they are released from all classes, so they can focus on the improved delivery of high quality 

teaching and learning. This is a Departmental initiative introduced in 2018, to ensure that 

teachers have time to collaborate, plan units of work and common assessment tasks, 

moderate and assess. These days are in addition to existing pupil free days and pro-rata for a 

teacher employed part-time.  

 

The impact of PPDs is considerable for students.  Students in Years 7-9 have eight different 

teachers a week whilst students in Years 10-12 have six.  Each of these teachers take a day a 

term away from their classes – the timing of these days is currently at the teacher’s discretion. 

The introduction of two E – Learning days will ensure that there is less adhoc disruption to 

students over the course of the term and provide greater opportunity for more staff to 

collaborate for improved student outcomes. 

 

Do they run anywhere else? 

Yes – Auburn High School 

 

What if my child can’t study from home? 

For students who are unable to study from home, we will need to know beforehand so we can 

employ casual relief teachers (CRTs) for the day. This will minimise disruption to student 

learning, and avoids having many CRTs coming in every day. Regular teachers will not be 

available for students during the day. Further information will be made available to parents 

about how to notify the school at the beginning of term 1 next year.  

 

Dates for E – Learning Days – Please put these dates in your diary 

 Term 1 Tuesday 10th March (Monday 9th March is a public holiday) 

 Term 4 Monday 2nd November (Tuesday 3rd November is a public holiday) 

 

Kind regards 

 

Joanne Wastle 

PRINCIPAL 
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Australian ‘Medleys’ U15 Girls AFL Team Representative 

A GIANT CONGRATULATIONS to Vimani Jayawantha in Year 8 who has been selected for the 

Australian ‘Medleys’ Under 15 Girls AFL Representative Team. Vimani recently represented 

Victoria in the ‘AFL Diversity Cup’, playing an exciting brand of football throughout the 

competition which resulted in her selection for this elite AFL program. This is indeed a 

fantastic effort from Vimani as she is one of only six multicultural players from Victoria to 

be selected for this Australian Medleys representative team, who will compete in the 

Multicultural & Indigenous AFL Championships to be held in January next year.  

This program will not only develop Vimani’s AFL skills and Footy IQ, but also provide her 

with opportunities to make her way into the AFL’s leading talent pathway for youth players, 

the NAB League. Vimani will also have access to high performance coaching, specialised 

fitness testing and programs, health and wellbeing sessions, in addition to high profile 

mentors from the AFLW and VFL Women’s competitions. 

Vimani has been an integral part of our ‘GWSC GIANTS’ AFL program over the past two 

years, representing GWSC in multiple Victorian Multicultural Cup, AFL Unity Cup and School 

Sport Victoria AFL competitions. It has been amazing to witness Vimani’s rapid 

development within our GIANTS footy program and we wish her all the best at the national 

championships next year! We also look forward to following Vimani’s journey and 

continued success within our ‘GWSC GIANTS’ AFL program and hopefully one day the 

AFLW!   

 

 

 

 

  



Glen Waverley Secondary College 
13-21  O’Sullivan Rd Glen Waverley, 3150 

Phone : 8805 6700  Email: enquiries@gwsc.vic.edu.au 

CAMS ‘Dare To Be Different’ Girls STEM Program 

Student Voice in Action - GWSC Focus Groups 

Representatives from the Confederation of Australian Motorsport (CAMS) and the Formula 1 Australian Grand 

Prix Corporation recently invited students from GWSC to participate in a series of focus groups, to help develop 

new ‘Dare To Be Different’ Girls STEM Programs for senior secondary students. We had an overwhelming 

number of students who volunteered to take part in this process, where student voice would be valued and 

utilised to shape new experiences that inspire and motivate more girls to connect with Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics through various activities associated with motor sport at all levels. 

The program leaders from CAMS were so impressed with our GWSC student focus groups, applauding their 

enthusiastic and supportive nature, ability to generate and communicate new ideas, willingness to challenge 

stereotypes and misconceptions, as well as their passion to drive their learning further. Our girls suggested and 

explored ideas involving mechanical engineering, the environmental impact of motor sports, support services 

for disabled drivers, coding systems utilised by race teams, driver psychology and well-being, nutrition and 

sports science, media and journalism, in addition to safety precautions for drivers both inside the vehicle and 

also around the race track. 

It will be fantastic to see girls from GWSC over the coming years involved in new ‘Dare To Be Different’ 

programs and pathways, which have been developed through active student voice that encompasses the 

perspectives, experiences and aspirations of their fellow students at our College. We would like to thank CAMS 

and the Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix Corporation for inviting our College to take part in this exciting 

initiative, which aims to foster higher levels of female participation in STEM related fields including motor 

sports. Special thank-you also to Ms Fuller and Mr Robinson for organising and supervising our ‘Dare To Be 

Different’ focus groups during Term 4. 

Don't forget to always drive your learning further and dare to be different!!!!        
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2020 ‘AFL Unity Cup’ Program Information 

Following on from our successes earlier this year, the AFL have once again invited our 
College to participate in the 2020 'AFL Unity Cup' Carnival. The AFL have confirmed 
that we are able to enter as many girls and boys teams as we would like in 2020, due to 
our fantastic showing at the 2019 Victorian AFL 9's carnival. 
 
In the lead up to next year's AFL Unity Cup carnival, coaches from the AFL will run a series of FREE 
training sessions at GWSC throughout Term 1, 2020. During this program, participants will be taught 
AFL skills and the rules of AFL 9's (a non-contact version of footy which is played at the AFL Unity Cup 
carnival), whilst also participating in sessions focusing on health, wellbeing and cultural awareness. 
Please note that students are not required to have any previous knowledge or experience in relation to 
AFL, as all ability levels are catered for within this inclusive program.     
 
All of our 2020 AFL Unity Cup players will again receive a FREE high performance AFL jumper 
(that they will get to keep), AFL give-aways, in addition to FREE food and drinks throughout the 
program and also at the AFL Unity Cup carnival. 
 
I would like to invite ALL Girls and Boys who will be enrolled at GWSC in 2020 to participate in 
this FREE footy program. Please discuss your involvement in this program with your 
parents/guardians first, then register your details online at the following link –  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KcwQ3vzW3UmcLuCZF1cVBSebm6U4X
iFGuT8l7F1I53pURjNISzAwVDJSOTJUVjg0RFFDVjJXOVJQVC4u 
 
Once you have signed up for the 2020 AFL Unity Cup program online, could you then please email Mr 
Robinson ( mrb@gwsc.vic.edu.au ) to confirm your registration? Thanks in advance.  

The 2020 AFL Unity Cup Carnival will be contested on Sunday the 29th of March from 9am to 5pm, 
which is the first weekend of the Term 1 school holidays. Please note that there will be multiple age 
group competitions running at the carnival, to cater for girls and boys of all ages and all abilities.  
 

Keep kicking goals GWSC!!!! Kind Regards, Mr Robinson. 
AFL Schools Ambassador / AFL Diversity Community Ambassador 
GWSC GIANTS Multicultural AFL Programs Coordinator 
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Girls Leadership Forum 
 

On Wednesday the 20th of November a group of Year 7 and 8 Sport Captains 
attended a Girls Leadership Forum run by Cricket Victoria at Junction Oval in St 
Kilda. We started the day by listening to a panel by a group of talented female 
athletes, who hold positions of leadership within their sport. We then participated 
in four different workshops where we learnt how to nurture and develop our 
leadership skills.  
 
The highlights included learning jiu jitsu and getting to watch the WBBL stars in 
action!  
 
All of the girls learnt that you don’t have to be outgoing and loud to be a leader, 
you can show leadership by being a kind, generous and helpful person to 
everyone.  
 
We came away with some great lessons and insights into how we can show 
leadership at GWSC and in our broader community. 
 

Written by Ellie Crossett, Goolagong Sport Captain. 
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At Glen Waverley Secondary College: 

 Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched 
off and securely stored in their locker during school hours  
(8:25am-2:45pm), regardless of whether they are in class or not. 

 Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further 
information) 

 When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the 
school’s office. 

 

Personal mobile phone use  

In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy issued by the Minister for Education, 

personal mobile phones must not be used at Glen Waverley Secondary College during school 

hours, including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been granted. 

Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone only 

for the purpose for which the exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible 

manner. 

Secure storage 

Mobile phones owned by students at Glen Waverley Secondary College are considered valuable 
items and are brought to school at the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk.  Students are 
encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school unless there is a compelling reason to do 
so.  Please note that Glen Waverley Secondary College does not have accident insurance for 
accidental property damage or theft. Students and their parents/carers are encouraged to obtain 
appropriate insurance for valuable items.  Refer to the Department’s Personal Goods policy.  

Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Glen Waverley Secondary College will provide 

secure storage in the form of the student locker. Secure storage is storage that cannot be readily 

accessed by those without permission to do so. At Glen Waverley Secondary College students 

are required to store their phones in their designated locked locker as per the requirements of 

this policy.  Students are responsible for managing their own locker combinations and not 

permitted to share their locker combination with other students.  Failure to adhere to this will 

result in jeopardising the security of a locker and may incur further consequences.  

Enforcement 

Students who use their personal mobile phones inappropriately at Glen Waverley Secondary 

College are: 

Expected to hand their phone to any staff member in a respectful manner upon request 

Note the following: 

 Confiscated phones will be taken to the relevant sub school office by the staff member at 

the earliest opportunity 

 Confiscated phones can be collected at the end of the school day from the sub school 

office 

 Students may receive a detention or suspension for using their phone during school hours 

whilst at school. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/governance/pages/personalgoods.aspx
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At Glen Waverley Secondary College, inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during 

school hours by students, unless an exception has been granted, and particularly use of a 

mobile phone: 

 in any way that disrupts the learning of others  

 to send inappropriate, harassing or threatening messages or phone calls 

 to engage in inappropriate social media use including cyber bullying 

 to capture video or images of people, including students, teachers and members of the 

school community without their permission 

 to capture video or images in the school toilets, changing rooms, swimming pools and 

gyms 

 during exams and assessments 

Exceptions  

Exceptions to the policy: 

 may be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically, 
o Learning related (as detailed in a lesson plan) 
o Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and 
o Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite. 

 

Student Accident Insurance/Ambulance Cover Arrangements   and Private Property 
Brought to Schools 
Schools are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or 

ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student 

accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 

for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other 

transport costs.  

Student accident insurance/ambulance cover policies are available from some commercial 

insurers, and can be obtained by school councils on a whole-of-school basis, or by 

parents/guardians for individual students.  

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the 

Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/ middle-school.html 

Middle School Student absences: 

please call 8805 6713 prior to 10am 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL 
http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/ senior-school.html 

Senior School Student Absences: 

Please call 8805 6716 prior to 10am 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
See upcoming events on our website 

http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/events 

http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/%20middle-school.html
http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/%20senior-school.html
http://www.gwsc.vic.edu.au/events

